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Introduction
This answer key for Of America 1, fifth edition (copyright 2022, 
Abeka® reading program) is provided by the staff of Christian Liberty 
Press to help the parent-instructor prepare to teach this course and 
evaluate student progress. We also have created a set of tests to help 
parents and teachers further evaluate their students’ understanding of 
the reading selections. These tests may be purchased separately from 
Christian Liberty Press.

In this answer key, we have provided model answers to all “Time to 
Think” and “I Wonder” sections, as well as the extra activity pages in 
the back of the textbook. The student does not need to use the same 
wording in his or her responses, but should give the same informa-
tion. When responding to the questions, the student should (a) use 
complete sentences, and (b) answer all parts of each question. The 
phrase Answers may vary refers to questions for which there are 
more than one possible answer. We have attempted to provide help-
ful information in these cases. The phrase Answers will vary refers to 
questions for which there is no explicit answer. These are usually 
writing exercises or questions that ask for the student’s opinion.

Important Notes Regarding Literary Terms

Some of the textbook questions are written with the assumption that 
the student has previously learned certain literary terms, such as text 
structure, alliteration, metaphor, and rhyme scheme. The Appendix 
of this answer key has a glossary of literary terms that are used in the 
textbook. The same information is given in the “Literary Terms 
Study Guide” found with the set of tests. If your student has not 
encountered these terms before, you and/or your student may con-
sult the glossary/study guide as needed. 
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Page vi	 Of America 1

If you wish to evaluate whether your student knows the literary 
terms already, you may use the Literary Terms Knowledge 
Assessment that is included with the set of tests. This pretest may be 
given to the student to determine what he or she already knows 
regarding the literary terms. It is an assessment only and should not 
be included in the student’s grade for the course. The results will 
indicate which terms the student will need to learn before attempting 
to answer the textbook questions.

May God bless you as you teach your students about American liter-
ature.

The Staff of Christian Liberty Press
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Tips for Better Reading

A good reading teacher will constantly work to improve a student’s 
reading skills. The four fundamental reading skills are:

1.	 Reading Comprehension/Retention
2.	 Vocabulary Recognition
3.	 Articulation
4.	 Reading Speed

The best way to improve a student’s reading comprehension is to 
discuss with the student the major points of his reading lesson until 
you are sure that he understands its meaning, purpose, and moral 
implications. Students should be encouraged to read and study the 
reading lessons until they fully understand the who, what, when, 
where, and why of the stories they have read.

Vocabulary recognition must also be developed so that students can 
read with increasing speed and accuracy. To develop proper vocabu-
lary growth, instructors must insist that their students look up in the 
dictionary and, if possible, write out the definitions of new vocabu-
lary words they encounter in their reading lessons.

Articulation is the ability to correctly pronounce vocabulary words. 
The basis for articulation is a thorough knowledge of phonics con-
cepts and rules. Students who struggle with articulation do so 
because they cannot break down a particular word into its phonetic 
parts. You should encourage your student to read aloud on a regular 
basis so that you can determine whether his articulation reflects 
proper style and familiarity with phonics rules. If your student strug-
gles with articulation, we recommend holding a few review sessions 
covering phonics rules.

A student’s reading speed will improve as his vocabulary recognition 
and articulation skills increase. Perhaps the best way to develop the 
ability to read quickly is to read frequently. Students should be taught 
to compete with themselves so that they can concentrate on develop-
ing reading potential. The old saying “practice makes perfect” applies 
to the discipline of reading. The more your student reads, providing 
he understands the fundamentals, the better he will read.
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Page viii	 Of America 1

To help your student excel in reading, we suggest that you establish a 
tradition in your home in which he spends time each evening read-
ing a good book. Consider establishing a daily quiet time when your 
child reads alone for a half hour or more. People who grow up in 
homes where reading is cherished are seldom poor readers. If you do 
these things, as well as limit the time your student spends watching 
television or various forms of electronic media, you will have the joy 
of seeing a child who excels in reading.
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Page 2	 Of America 1

2.	 Griffin was nervous because he was not confident in his ability 
to lead the club by himself (p. 6).

Note:	 See the glossary if the student has not previously learned what 
is meant by foreshadowing.

3.	 Griffin said, “At least I have all summer to prepare for the next 
school play. I will just relax and take things slowly” (p. 6). This 
foreshadowed that something unplanned would be taking place 
during the summer.

4.	 (b) People were busy or out of town (7–8).
5.	 The Wright family was a solution to the club’s problem because 

the three children were the three actors that the club needed for 
the play (p. 9).

6.	 Answers may vary. The C3 members were supportive of their 
friends. When they took the initiative to put on a play in such a 
short time, it can be seen that they were ambitious, industrious, 
determined, confident, responsible, and independent.

The Land of Many Reasons
Time to Think—page 19

1.	 Answers may vary. The play is titled “The Land of Many Rea-
sons” because the students discovered during their discussion 
that each person has different reasons for loving America. 
They realized that America has such great diversity because the 
people come from many different backgrounds (p. 18).

2.	 Diego’s abuelo (grandfather) brought his family to the United 
States to give his son (Diego’s father) greater opportunities. 
Mr. Campano says, “He wanted me to be able to be anything I 
wanted to be” (p. 13).

3.	 Mae wanted the group’s answer to be “freedom of speech” (p. 16).
4.	 Katia loves New York City because her great-grandmother first 

came to New York when she emigrated from Russia (pp. 16, 
17–18).
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Answer Key	 Page 3

5.	 Diego changed his answer after hearing the reasons the other 
students gave. He realized, “Everyone has had a different expe-
rience living in the United States” (p. 16), which gave him the 
idea of “diversity” when they tried to combine all the answers 
(p. 16).

I Wonder—page 19
1.	 Mr. McGann was asking for opinions. A statement of what 

someone “loves” is always an opinion and has emotional con-
notations.

2.	 Answers will vary.

Historical Fiction
Time to Think—page 21

1.	 The setting, characters, and plot must be believable and histori-
cally accurate in historical fiction (p. 20).

2.	 A story depicting George Washington as a general during 
World War II would not be historical fiction because George 
Washington did not live during World War II. In other words, 
the character would not fit the setting.

3.	 False; historical fiction may include real historical persons, but it 
is not a requirement.

4.	 (c) a real past, time period, and place
5.	 Authors of historical fiction must carefully research the time 

and place before writing (p. 20).

Journey to America
Time to Think—page 31

1.	 The Petrovich family wanted to immigrate to America because 
they were poor and they wanted the opportunity to work to 
build “a better life” (p. 22).

2.	 Papa sent tickets for his family to journey to America, but his 
good news was disappointing because he had not sent a ticket 
for Nona (their grandmother) (p. 24).
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