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Makers of America 13

3. Mr. Franklin’s surprise for the Arnold family was an iron
stove he built into their fireplace (pp. 236–237).

4. Mr. Franklin was a good neighbor and built the stove for his
friends as an act of kindness (pp. 234–235).

5. We benefit today from Franklin’s invention because mod-
ern stoves are modeled after the one he made (pp. 238–239).

Time to Think, page 250
Pecos Bill Invents Modern Cowpunching

1. Pecos Bill invented lasso-throwing as a faster way to catch a
horse or steer (pp. 244–245).

2. Pecos Bill got the cowhide for the lariat by frightening some
old steers out of their skins (p. 246).

3. As a result of  Pecos Bill’s visit, other ranchmen began to
have spring and fall roundups (p. 249).

4. Answers may vary; a sample answer follows: This story is purely
imaginative for many reasons. For example, an animal can
be frightened, but not to the point that it would literally
jump out of its skin (p. 246). Also, it is hard to imagine braid-
ing a rope that is twice the length of the equator and for a
man to lasso the earth from the moon (p. 250)!

Time to Think, page 261
The Fighting Red Tails: America’s First Black Airmen

1. The Red Tails fought in World War II (p. 251).
2. The Fighting Red Tails were noteworthy because they were

the first black American pilots (p. 251).
3. Col. Benjamin Davis’s award on September 10 was special

because it was presented to him by his father, General Ben-
jamin O. Davis, Sr. (p. 259).

4. The 332nd flew nearly 1,600 missions in the 22 months it
was overseas (p. 261).

Printed with permission of Pensacola Christian College, Inc.  
A Beka® is a registered trademark of Pensacola Christian College, Inc. 
Pensacola Christian College does not necessarily endorse all the 
content in this product. 
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12 Of America/Answer Key

dent Hoover. The reporter was expecting him to be dressed
up when meeting important people in the world. Instead,
he arrived wearing a rumpled blue suit and a battered old
hat, and his mass of hair was unruly (p. 216).

2. Will Rogers did many things in his life. He was a writer,
entertainer, actor, cowboy, reporter, and comedian (pp.
216–217).

3. Will Rogers and Captain Hawks were barnstorming to raise
money for people who were impacted by drought and fac-
ing hard times (pp. 219–220).

4. Politicians did not get angry when Will Rogers scolded them
because he was never mean about it, for he did it in a kindly,
humorous way (pp. 218–219).

5. Answers may vary; a sample answer follows: Will Rogers was
popular because he was easygoing, generous, told witty sto-
ries, enjoyed entertaining, and made people laugh. In spite
of having a sharp tongue, he really loved people.

Time to Think, page 231
Henry Ford: Dreamer on Wheels

1. Ford called his horseless carriage a quadricycle (p. 226).
2. Ford tested his invention at two o’clock in the morning

because there were no horses on the street at that time, to be
scared by the noise (p. 226).

3. Ford’s automobile was powered by a gasoline engine (p.
227).

4. The famous inventor Thomas Edison was impressed with
Ford’s invention (p. 229).

5. The good advice Edison gave Ford that we can apply to our
lives is to “Just keep at it” (p. 230).

Time to Think, page 239
The Iron Stove of Benjamin Franklin

1. The Arnold family was poor because they had very little
food and lacked fuel to stay warm (p. 234).

2. To earn money, Mrs. Arnold did fine sewing (p. 234).
iii
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2. Some of the grown-up friends of the neighborhood children
were the policeman, candyman, iceman, waffleman, fruit-
man, milkman, and ragman (pp. 199–202).

3. Trick candy sold out around April Fool’s Day. Examples of
these were little chocolate-covered wooden caramels, pep-
per-filled bonbons, and chocolate drops filled with cotton
(p. 200).

4. There are no more lamplighters or icemen today because
progress has replaced oil lamps and ice boxes with electric
lights and refrigerators (p. 202).

Time to Think, page 214
Cap

1. Cap got his name from his master, who said he was like a
“captain” because he knew just what to do (p. 206).

2. Cap saved Pierre when the boy was young by dropping a
piece of rope over the side of a cliff toward Pierre and then
running for help when Pierre reached the top (pp. 208-209).

3. Cap signaled that he had found a wounded soldier that was
alive and needing help by carrying the soldier’s cap back to
the hospital (p. 210).

4. When Cap found Pierre lying wounded but alive, his first
reaction was to wag his tail in joy and bark in his excite-
ment, for he had found his own master.  The dog then took
Pierre’s hat between his teeth and ran to the hospital tent for
help (pp. 211–212).

5. The doctor showed that he understood Cap’s anxiety for
Pierre by allowing Cap to stay at the hospital rather than go
back to work on the battlefield (pp. 212–213).

6. Cap signaled that he was ready to go back to work by leaving
Pierre’s hospital room and standing at attention before the
doctor (p. 213).

Time to Think, page 223
Will Rogers—The Cherokee Kid

1. The reporter said Will Rogers “… doesn’t look like much of
anybody” because of his unkempt appearance before Presi-
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10 Of America/Answer Key

5. Perhaps the words unselfish, courageous, and athletic best
describe Betty Zane. It was an unselfish and courageous act
of bravery to go in harm’s way, and it also took athletic skill
to run and carry the keg of powder.

Time to Think, page 195
Clara Barton

1. Clara Barton was able to forget her terrible shyness when she
was busily at work (p. 185).

2. Clara Barton’s first experience as a nurse was at age eleven
when she cared for her brother David, who was seriously
injured in a fall (p. 185).

3. Clara Barton started teaching forty pupils when she was fif-
teen years old (p. 186).

4. Clara Barton began caring for wounded soldiers during the
war between the North and South (the American Civil War)
(p. 187).

5. Clara Barton sped up and improved the treatment of
wounded soldiers by going directly to the battlefields, rather
than having the wounded brought to her (p. 189).

6. Clara Barton’s life exemplified resourcefulness in many
ways. She placed an ad in a newspaper asking for supplies
and money for the wounded men, set up a warehouse for
collected supplies, introduced improved ways to reach and
treat wounded soldiers, and used any available resources in
the field to help them.

7. Clara Barton is most known in American history for starting
the American Red Cross (pp. 194–195).

Time to Think , page 202
In a Little World These Men Stood Tall

1. When the author, Catherine Otten, said, “Ours was a house
divided,” she meant the family house was divided into a
grocery store in the front and a living area in the back and
above the store (p. 198).

v

Introduction

To the Parent-Instructor

The answer key for Of America I Fourth Edition (copyright © 2009 by
A Beka Book) is provided by the staff of Christian Liberty Press to
help the parent-instructor prepare to teach this course and evaluate
student progress. Separate tests are included and required for Chris-
tian Liberty Academy School System (CLASS) and are available for
purchase to CLP customers. In the answer key, we have provided
model or representative answers to all Time to Think sections.

The instructor should first become familiar with the textbook, the
textbook questions, and the answers to those questions in this
answer key. To make grading and evaluation of the daily work from
the textbook easier, we suggest the parent-instructor direct the stu-
dent to write down each question from the book (for example, on
notebook paper) as well as his own answers. The parent-instructor
must be directly involved in the teaching process and should not
leave the student alone with this course.

Please take special note that the student must not have access to
this answer key. The student should do his own work out of the text-
book and respond using his own words. Necessary corrections to a
student’s answers for teaching purposes should be achieved through
guidance based primarily on the contents of the textbook, not
through directly communicating the answers in the answer key to
the student.

When the phrase “Answers may vary” (in italics) is used, it means that
there is more than one possible correct answer. In such cases, the stu-
dent must relate his answer to the question and textbook material
as closely as possible. In such cases, we have attempted to be as
helpful as possible to the parent-instructor. However, please bear in
mind that most of the answers are not prefaced with “Answers may
vary.” The answers to these questions are either found directly in the
text, or may be deduced from the reading selections.
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Page vi Of America/Answer Key

To the Student

The student should learn how to identify the key components of
each reading selection. Asking the following questions will help
toward this objective.

1. What is the main idea, the theme, of the author’s writing?
2. What is the main plot?
3. Who is the leading character(s) in the story? Who are the sec-

ondary characters in the story?
4. What literary devices are used? (for example, meter and 

rhyme in poetry)
5. Is there a key paragraph or line in the author’s writing?
6. Do you think the author’s writing style was effective? Would 

another style be better?
7. What is the mood and setting of the story, as well as your own 

emotional response to it?
8. What purpose do you think the author was trying to achieve 

with his story or poem?
9. Do you agree with the message of the author? Is the life appli-

cation or moral appropriate?
10. Was the main message of the author consistent with biblical 

Christianity?

The student who makes the effort to ask the above questions will be
better equipped to respond appropriately to the daily work assign-
ments in the textbook.

When responding to the daily work questions, the student should
follow these general pointers:

1. Restate the question in the answer.
2. Use complete sentences.
3. Demonstrate strong written expression.
4. Answer all parts of each question.
5. Use specific quotes or references to support the answer.
6. Avoid underdeveloped, abbreviated, or truncated answers.
7. Establish a high level of thought in the response.
8. Create a well-crafted and fully developed response.

Makers of America 9

Time to Think, page 172
Ross Carson’s Courage

1. The boys thought Ross was a coward because he would not
fight when the boys teased him. He would “… stand any-
thing rather than double up his little fist.” (pp. 166–167).

2. Tom went out on the scaffolding of the steeple to show how
brave he was (p. 169).

3. Ross saved Tom’s life by climbing out of the steeple onto the
scaffolding and then carefully approaching Tom. Then he
quickly threw his arms around Tom’s waist and dragged
him backward to safety (p. 170–171).

4. One kind thing Tom did in the story was to ask Ross for for-
giveness (p. 171).

5. Ross showed true courage by not losing his temper or react-
ing improperly when the boys teased him and by saving the
life of his enemy (pp. 166–167, 170–171).

Unit 3
Makers of America

Time to Think, page 181
The Girl Who Saved the Stockade

1. The scout knew the Indians were on the warpath because he
heard their terrible whoops, saw a building they had
burned, and observed a war party moving along a forest trail
(p. 176).

2. The women and girls helped during the battle by making
bullets, cooling and reloading guns, and passing reloaded
guns to the men at the loopholes (p. 177).

3. Betty insisted on running for the gunpowder because they
could not spare one of the men or boys for this task (p. 178).

4. The Indians began to shoot at Betty when they realized she
was carrying a keg of gunpowder back to the stockade (p.
179).
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8 Of America/Answer Key

Time to Think, page 156
Hasty Pudding

1. Betty was left in charge of the house and the other children
because her parents had to travel thirty miles to the nearest
town to buy supplies. As the oldest child, Betty was to be in
command while her parents were away (p. 144).

2. The only thought that comforted Betty about staying at
home was making hasty pudding for her brother and sister
(p. 145).

3. Mrs. Stowe’s last instructions to Betty were to be sure to keep
the fire going and to bar the door well when it begins to get
dark (p. 147).

4. Because Betty forgot to bar the door, a bear was able to push
open the door and come into the house (p. 151).

5. The children wanted to get the bear out of the house before
their uncle came because Uncle Richard always carried a rifle
and might shoot the bear (p. 155).

6. Although the bear in this story was comical, bears are not
harmless. All bears are potentially dangerous beasts.

Time to Think, page 164
Brer Rabbit, He’s a Good Fisherman

1. Brer Rabbit ended up in the well by jumping in the bucket
looking for a cool place to rest, which upset the bucket, caus-
ing it to descend to the bottom of the well (p. 161).

2. Brer Fox thought Brer Rabbit had disappeared into the well
because he had hidden some money there or perhaps had
discovered a gold mine (p. 162).

3. Brer Rabbit told Brer Fox he was fishing for suckers in the
well (p. 162).

4. Brer Rabbit got out of the well when Brer Fox jumped in the
other bucket, the weight of which pulled Brer Rabbit up (p.
163).

5. Uncle Remus plays the narrator in this story (p. 160).

Introduction Page vii

Toward Better Reading

The instructor should continually encourage the student to improve
his reading skills. These skills typically include four fundamental
emphases:

1. Reading Comprehension/Retention
2. Vocabulary Recognition
3. Articulation
4. Reading Speed

Reading comprehension may best be improved by discussing with
the student the major points of the reading lesson until the instruc-
tor is sure that the student understands the meaning, purpose, and
moral implications of each lesson. The student should be encour-
aged to read and study his reading lessons until he fully understands
all of the Who, What, When, Where, and Why of the selections.

Vocabulary recognition must be developed to the fullest extent pos-
sible so that the student is equipped to read with speed and accuracy.
To develop proper vocabulary growth, the instructor must insist that
the student look up in the dictionary (and, if possible, write out) the
definitions of new vocabulary words encountered in the reading les-
sons.

Articulation involves the ability to properly pronounce vocabulary
words. The basis for proper articulation is a thorough knowledge of
phonics concepts and rules. If a student struggles with articulation,
it is up to the instructor to initiate a few review sessions with him,
covering the fundamental rules of phonics, until the student is able
to properly articulate his vocabulary words.

Reading speed will improve as the student’s vocabulary recognition
and articulation skills increase. Perhaps the best way to develop a
student’s ability to read quickly is to encourage the student to read
frequently. Another means of improving a student’s reading speed is
to encourage him to read phrase-by-phrase, as opposed to word-by-
word. Start by reading three or four words at a time, and then
increase the number to five or six words at a time. The student will
then begin to think in complete thoughts instead of just reading
words. The old saying “practice makes perfect” certainly applies to
the discipline of reading phrase-by-phrase. The more the student
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Page viii Of America/Answer Key

reads (providing he understands the proper phonics concepts and
rules), the better he will read.

To help the student excel in reading development, we suggest that
the instructor establish a rule in the home requiring children to read
a good book at least thirty minutes every night prior to going to bed.
In addition, during the summer break or vacation periods, establish
a daily “quiet time” in the home when the student must bring read-
ing material to his room and read alone for one hour. If parents will
establish and maintain the two previous rules, as well as limit the
student’s time spent engaged in various forms of entertainment
media, they will have the joy of seeing their student excel in the
reading process. Young people who grow up in homes where a high
priority is placed on reading typically become good readers as
adults.

Toward Better Discernment

Our hope is that this course, however, will not simply develop a
more proficient reader. It is our desire that the student will also
become a more discerning reader. Christians are responsible to ana-
lyze each reading selection in light of biblical principles to deter-
mine whether the message contained in the work harmonizes with
Holy Scripture. Virtually all writers intend to convey or impart some
principles through their writings. Too many Christian young people
and adults have been led to believe that ideas and principles can be
neutral. The fact is, every idea promoted by man has ultimate con-
sequences for good or evil. A person’s character is molded by his
thoughts and actions: “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he”
(Proverbs 23:7a).

May God bless you as you teach your student about American liter-
ature.

The Staff of Christian Liberty Press

Songs and Stories of America 7

some of our forefathers possessed when they founded our
country (p. 119).

2. Miss Louisa defined courage as behaving bravely when you
are most afraid. Those who exhibit courage discipline them-
selves and control fear in times of stress (p. 119).

3. Miss Louisa showed courage when the outlaws came to the
schoolhouse by remaining calm and continuing to teach
and treating the men like pupils (p. 120).

4. Miss Louisa outsmarted the outlaws by having the American
flag taken down to send a distress signal the sheriff (pp. 122,
125–126).

5. Miss Louisa was a strict teacher who insisted on order and
proper behavior in the classroom. Being a brave person who
did not scare easily, she was courageous because she
behaved bravely when she was most afraid (p. 127). Also,
she demonstrated resourcefulness by coming up with a plan
to signal distress by lowering the flag.  Lastly, Miss Louisa
was very kind, for she used the reward money to take her
students on an outing (pp. 126–127).

Time to Think, page 139
Beneath the Saddle

1. Nathan suddenly woke in the middle of the night to the
sound of a pistol shot (p. 130).

2. This story takes place during the American War for Indepen-
dence (pp. 130–133).

3. The Redcoats were looking for Dawson because he was car-
rying important papers from General Washington (p. 133).

4. The clues that told Nathan he had found the messenger’s
horse were; 1) the horse looked tired, and 2) the horse had a
different saddle (p. 136).

5. Answers may vary but should include the following: Nathan had
done his country a service by protecting important papers
from the Redcoats and giving them to one of General Wash-
ington’s soldiers (pp. 137–138).
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4 Of America/Answer Key

to leave the Army as a conscientious objector and face the
consequences. Then he spent time with Major Buxton, a
Bible student, studying what Scripture teaches concerning
justifiable war. After taking a furlough, York returned at
peace concerning the matter and declared that he was ready
to fight (p. 62).

2. York was able to shoot all six of the soldiers who charged
him by using a turkey-hunting trick, shooting the soldiers in
the back of the line first and the leaders last (p. 64).

3. York was initially honored for his bravery by promotion to
the rank of sergeant. Later he was personally thanked for his
service and heroism by many high ranking officers, includ-
ing Ferdinand Foch, commander of the allied French, Brit-
ish, and American armies in France. In February 1919, he
was awarded the Medal of Honor and received a hero’s wel-
come in New York City and at Capitol Hill, where Congress
gave him a standing ovation (p. 65).

4. York was not interested in fame at all. He turned down busi-
ness proposals to use his fame to make money saying “Uncle
Sam’s uniform’s not for sale”(p. 65). Instead of touring the
country as a battlefield hero, he chose to go home to Tennes-
see (p. 66).

5. When York returned home to Tennessee, he worked as
superintendent of Cumberland State Park. Also, in his spare
time he would go hunting with friends (p. 66).

Time to Think, page 87
An Early American Orphanage

1. Mr. Laurence sent Nat Blake to Plumfield (p. 68).
2. Mrs. (Jo) Bhaer was “… a genial, comfortable kind of person,

easy to get on with, and generally ‘jolly,’ as boys would say”
(p. 73). 

3. Plumfield was an orphanage and boarding school for boys.
There they could live and learn to make themselves useful
men (pp. 82–83).

4. Nat’s talent was playing the fiddle (violin) (p. 81).
5. Nat liked life at Plumfield and did not want to leave (p. 85–

87).

1

Of America I
Answer Key

Unit 1
People of Greatness

Time to Think, page 20
Lincoln and Lee, Part 1

1. Lincoln’s stepmother encouraged him to go to school and
felt strongly that he must do so (p. 6).

2. The childhoods of Lincoln and Lee differed in many ways.
Lincoln came from a poor family with little formal educa-
tion. His father could neither read nor write and worked as
a carpenter and a farmer. The Lincoln family lived in a small
cabin with few furnishings and household goods (p. 5). Lee
came from a wealthy and well educated family. His father
was a famous general who had been a brave officer in the
War for Independence. They lived in a handsome house on
a large plantation (pp. 8–9). 

3. Lincoln objected to slavery because he believed it was wrong
for men to be bought and sold like cattle (p. 12).

4. The first war that Lee fought in was the Mexican-American
War (p. 17).

5. Lee and his family lived in Arlington, Virginia (p. 19).
6. Lincoln and Lee were alike in many ways. Both were men of

great character who studied and worked hard, lived nobly,
and became famous and popular. Also, they both cared for
their sick mothers.

Time to Think, page 32
Lincoln and Lee, Part 2

1. The spring of 1861 marked the outbreak of the War Between
the States (also called the American Civil War) (p. 21).
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2 Of America/Answer Key

2. Lee declined Lincoln’s offer to lead the Union army because
he was loyal to his home state of Virginia, a Confederate
state, and he could not fight against her (p. 22).

3. After three years of war, President Lincoln selected General
Grant to take charge of the Union army (pp. 26–27).

4. Upon taking charge of the Southern army, General Lee
found the men to be excellent fighters, but their overall con-
dition was poor because they had very little food and cloth-
ing (p. 28).

5. At the end, General Lee knew that surrender was necessary
because his army was exhausted and without food and
could no longer fight. To continue the war was futile and
would have resulted in the useless loss of life (pp. 28–29).

6. Answers may vary; a sample answer follows: Both Lincoln and
Lee were heroes for their cause and America. President Lin-
coln heroically led America through the great crisis of the
War Between the States, and the Union was preserved. Gen-
eral Lee heroically led his brave soldiers of the Confederate
Army in battles against a stronger foe. 

Time to Think, page 41
Booker T. Washington: Educator

1. Booker T. Washington was born sometime before the out-
break of the Civil War (p. 34).

2. Booker’s “entrance test” into Hampton was the task of
sweeping and dusting a room (p. 36).

3. Booker T. Washington founded a school called the Tuskegee
Institute (p. 41).

4. Washington raised the funds to build the Tuskegee Institute
by telling everyone he met of his plans to start a school and
of the school’s many needs. He also conducted a lecture tour
of the states, which enabled him to reach more people and
raise funds (pp. 39–40).

5. Many things made Booker T. Washington a great man. He
was a diligent worker whose perseverance enabled him to
overcome adversity and many hardships. His lifetime of ser-
vice was of great benefit to others.

People of Greatness 3

Time to Think, page 59
The Wright Brothers

1. Wilbur and Orville’s mother (Susan Wright) was a young,
pretty, and fun-loving person who liked to laugh and play
games with her children. She would take them on picnics,
and they would spend time together in the woods. She was
very knowledgeable about birds and could name and iden-
tify them by their song. She shared this and other knowl-
edge with her children and encouraged them in many ways
(pp. 44–46).

2. Mrs. Wright taught Wilbur that the wind blows in many
directions, including up and down, and a bird’s wings are
supported by wind currents (p. 45). She taught him to lean
forward into a strong wind so as to be positioned closer to
the ground and under the wind (p. 47).

3. The Wright brothers’ sled was different from the other boys’
sleds in many ways. It was longer and narrower and had
thin runners that were polished smooth and coated with
candle wax (p. 52). These differences enabled the sled to go
faster (p. 53).

4. What Orville meant when he said that he and Wilbur had
been working on a flying machine “all of their lives” was
that they shared a life long interest in flight (birds, wind,
speed) that began in their youth.

5. When people laughed at his sons, Mr. Wright advised them
to go ahead and “Let people laugh,” for he believed that
God had given them something special and He had plans
for their lives (p. 59).

Time to Think, page 67
Sergeant York—Tennessee Marksman

1. Initially, after being drafted, York did not want to fight at all.
He was unable to get an exemption from the draft and reluc-
tantly reported to the Army. He was a pacifist and objected,
based on his religious beliefs, to the killing of other men. His
company commander tried to convince him that he should
be willing to fight for his country, but York was determined
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