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Introduction
This answer key for From Shore to Shore (copyright 2018, Abeka® 
Book reading program) was developed to help you be as successful 
and efficient as possible as you teach reading to your student. In addi-
tion to providing suggestions for developing a good overall approach 
to reading, this answer key provides model responses to the questions 
and exercises in the textbook. The student does not have to use the 
same wording in his or her responses, but should give the same infor-
mation. The phrase Answers will vary refers to exercises for which 
there are no explicit answers, although the student should follow the 
directions found in the text. These are usually creative writing exer-
cises or questions that are soliciting the student’s opinion. The phrase 
Answers may vary refers to situations for which there are more than 
one possible answer. We have attempted to provide helpful informa-
tion in these cases.

Obviously, a good reading teacher will constantly work to improve a 
student’s reading skills. The four fundamental reading skills are:

1.	 Reading Comprehension/Retention
2.	 Vocabulary Recognition
3.	 Articulation
4.	 Reading Speed

The best way to improve a student’s reading comprehension is to 
discuss with the student the major points of his reading lesson until 
you are sure that he understands its meaning, purpose, and moral 
implications. Students should be encouraged to read and study the 
reading lessons until they fully understand the who, what, when, 
where, and why of the stories they have read.

Vocabulary recognition must also be developed so that students can 
read with increasing speed and accuracy. To develop proper vocabu-
lary growth, instructors must insist that their students look up in the 
dictionary and, if possible, write out the definitions of new vocabu-
lary words they encounter in their reading lessons.
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Page vi	 From Shore to Shore

Articulation is the ability to correctly pronounce vocabulary words. 
The basis for articulation is a thorough knowledge of phonics con-
cepts and rules. Students who struggle with articulation do so 
because they cannot break down a particular word into its phonetic 
parts. You should encourage your student to read aloud on a regular 
basis so that you can determine whether his articulation reflects 
proper style and familiarity with phonics rules. If your student strug-
gles with articulation, we recommend holding a few review sessions 
covering phonics rules.

A student’s reading speed will improve as his vocabulary recognition 
and articulation skills increase. Perhaps the best way to develop the 
ability to read quickly is to read frequently. Students should be taught 
to compete with themselves so that they can concentrate on develop-
ing reading potential. The old saying “practice makes perfect” applies 
to the discipline of reading. The more your student reads, providing 
he understands the fundamentals, the better he will read.

To help your student excel in reading, we suggest that you establish a 
tradition in your home in which he spends time each evening read-
ing a good book. Consider establishing a daily quiet time when your 
child reads alone for a half hour or more. People who grow up in 
homes where reading is cherished are seldom poor readers. If you do 
these things, as well as limit the time your student spends watching 
television or various forms of electronic media, you will have the joy 
of seeing a child who excels in reading.C
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Answer Key
My Bed Is a Boat
Think About It!—Page 1

1.	 The boy in this poem is in his bed.
2.	 The meaning of fast in this poem is (b) still.

The Sandcastle Contest
Think About It!—Page 7

1.	 This story took place at Crab Claw Beach.
2.	 The story is mainly about Cory and Emma.
3.	 The hermit crab ran away because it wanted to go back to its 

home in the ocean.
4.	 Cory and Emma were not bothered that no one won the sand-

castle contest because they had so much fun making the castles, 
which was all that mattered.

The Prisoner and the Shipwreck
Think About It!—Page 13

1.	 When Paul was arrested, he asked to have his case tried before 
the emperor.

2.	 The friend traveling with Paul was Doctor Luke.
3.	 An angel sent by God told Paul that he and the ship’s crew 

would be safe in the storm.

Smart Sea Turtles
Think About It!—Page 18

1.	 Answers may vary. Sea turtles have long legs shaped like flip-
pers, which land turtles do not have. Also, sea turtles cannot 
shrink back into their shells to hide like land turtles can. More-
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