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THE SHORTER CATECHISM
WITH SCRIPTURE PROOFS

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man's chief end is to glorify God,' and to enjoy
him forever.?

"1 Cor. 1o:31: Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye
_do, do all to the glory of God.
2 Py, 73:24-26: Whom have 1 in heaven but thee? and there is none
rupon carth that | desire beside thee, * My flesh and my hearr faileth:
%ur God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

31.,2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we
‘may glorify and enjoy him?

5A.The Word of God, which is contained in the Scrip-
“tures of the Old and New Testaments,' is the only rule
~to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.*

' Eph. 2:20: And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
‘prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. 2 Tim.
(%:,l 6: All seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
r doctrine, tor reproof, for correction, for instruction in nghteous-
ness.
* 1 fabn 1:3: That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ve also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellow-
ship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A.The Seriptures principally teach what manis to believe
concerning God,and what duty God requires of man.'
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Y2 Tim. 1:13: Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast
of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus,

Q.4. What is God?
A. God is a Spirit,' infinite,’ eternal,’ and unchange-
able,* in his being,’ wisdom,® power,” holiness,® justice,
goodness,and truth.”

! Jobr g:24: God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must wor-
ship him in spirit and in truth.

2_}:& t1:7: Canst thou by scarching find out God? canst thou find
-put the Mm'l&l:ll;.' unto perfection?

5" Pra, gonz: Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
Fhadst formed the carth and the world, even from everlasting to
“Fverlasting, thou art God.

=* fames 1:17: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
‘and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no vari-
@bleness, neither shadow of tuming.

E* Exod. 3:14: And God said untni'[uscs,] AM THAT I AM: and
dhe said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Isracl, I AM hath
Sgent me unto you.

S*Pua. 147:5: Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understand-

ang is infinite.

E’%ﬁm 4:3: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is,
2nd is 1o come.

2* Rew. 15:4: Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name?
For thou only art holy.

* Exod. 34:6-7: And the Lorb passed by before him, and proclaimed,
The Logrp, The Lorp God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, for-
giving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty.

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?
A.There is but one only,' the living and true God.?

¥ Drenst. 64 Hear, O Israel: The Lorp our God is one Lorn,
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? Jer. 1ot10: But the Lorp is the true God, he is the living God, and
an everlasting king.

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?
A.There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost;' and these three are one
God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.?
*Mat, 28:19: Goyve therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
1 J'aéne: : For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Fa-

ther, the 'bZ:rd. and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

& 7. What are the decrees of God?

=A.The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, accord-

‘ng to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory,

‘he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.'

@ Epb. 1:11-12: In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, be-

Gng predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all

Sthings after the counsel of his own will: ** that we should be to the

@praise of his glory.

. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?

SA. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation’

and providence.’

! Rew. 4211 Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created.

* Dan. 4:35: He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth,

Q. 9. What is the work of creation?
A.'The work of creation is, God’s making all things of
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